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On June 18, an estimated 400 youths blocked traffic in front of the US Embassy to protest extradition
of US national John Wetterer, a social worker who has operated shelters for street children for the
last 14 years. Wetterer, detained June 14 at the behest of US judicial authorities, is accused of several
crimes committed in the US, including tax fraud and child abuse. Popularly known as Tio Juan,
Wetterer is a Vietnam veteran who began working with homeless and abandoned children in the
late 1970s. At present, over 700 children are housed, educated, fed and clothed through programs
run by Wetterer and funded by contributions from Guatemala and the US. Foreign Minister Alvaro
Arzu said the extradition request by the US was "cruel." (Basic data from AFP, 06/14/91, 06/18/91)
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